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mine the best strategy to use and the inquirer 
will receive a hard copy printout of the 
response.
How About Additional Data?
Subscribers to the National Automated Ac­
counting Research System can also sub­
scribe to LEXIS (which includes a compre­
hensive Federal Tax Library and a Securities 
Library)... NEXIS (which consists of the full 
text of all articles carried in major news­
papers, wire services, magazines and other 
information resources)... and the DISCLO 
Library (which includes abstracts of the 
SEC filings made by listed corporations). 
MDG will also design a private library for 
individual subscribers.
How Can You Learn More?
National 
Automated 
Accounting 
Research 
System
A 25-minute videotape which describes the 
NAARS system has been specially prepared 
for presentation by state societies of CPAs 
and their local chapters. Contact your state 
society for a special viewing of this film.
You may also receive additional informa­
tion on NAARS by writing to—
National Automated Accounting 
Research System (NAARS)
American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants 
1211 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, N.Y. 10036 
(212) 575-6393
American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants
A computerized research 
service that provides 
instant access to current 
financial reporting practices... 
and the pronouncements 
that govern them.
AICPA
National 
Automated 
Accounting 
Research 
System
The AICPA’s unique research 
and information retrieval system 
for today’s CPA firm or corporate 
financial department.
NAARS—the AICPA’s National Automated 
Accounting Research System—applies the 
remarkable information storage and retrieval 
capabilities of the computer to the research 
needs of the accounting profession. It en­
ables today’s accounting practitioner and 
financial executive to research current finan­
cial reporting practices and trends— 
reliably, instantly and at modest cost!
NAARS offers important benefits to you 
and every member of your professional staff 
—without the need for special knowledge or 
training. You do not have to be a computer 
expert. You don’t even have to know what a 
computer is. When you turn to NAARS with a 
specific question or research problem, you 
communicate with the computer in English. 
And the dialogue from the computer guides 
you through each step of your research and 
retrieval problems... once again in English.
What Does NAARS Cover?
The NAARS data base is on computers in the 
Ohio computer center of Mead Data Central 
(MDC), co-developer of the system. It cur­
rently includes detailed financial information 
contained in over 8,000 published annual 
reports to shareholders. It also includes the 
vast body of official accounting and auditing 
literature that has a bearing on current 
financial reporting practices.
NAARS gives you and your staff immedi­
ate access to—
• Financial statements, footnotes and audi­
tors’ opinions—both current and for past 
years—contained in the annual reports of 
thousands of companies. You can research 
questions and problems of form, terminology 
and technique thoroughly and in a matter of 
minutes!
• Selected information from proxy state­
ments—perquisites ... non-audit ac­
countants’ fees ... legal proceedings ... 
related party transactions.
• All pronouncements currently in effect that 
relate to financial reporting practice. These 
include—SEC Releases ... APB Opinions... 
Accounting Research Bulletins... State­
ments on Auditing Standards... plus all cur­
rent and future Statements and Interpreta­
tions of the Financial Accounting Standards 
Board.
Why is NAARS Unique?
Four characteristics make NAARS unique as 
a retrieval system.
1. Full Text System. Every word of every docu­
ment on file is stored in the computer and is 
searchable.
2. Real Time System. You can access the 
computer over telephone lines from your own 
office.
3. Interactive Mode of Operation. You can 
actually carry on a dialogue with the com­
puter during the search process, broadening 
or narrowing your search by modifying the 
information retrieved.
4. Multiple-Term Coordinate Search Capabili­
ties. You can create strings of words or 
phrases based on your own judgment con­
cerning what documents you want to see and 
how you want to search.
What Service Arrangements 
are Available?
The AICPA and MDC offer the NAARS 
service on three optional bases.
Full Subscriber—A full subscriber has a 
NAARS terminal in its own office and receives 
training in the mechanics of operating the 
terminal and the use of proper search strat­
egy. Two pieces of equipment are provided.
1. A high-speed terminal which includes 
a specially-designed keyboard for automated 
research and a cathode-ray tube where 
responses are displayed.
2. A hard copy printer for making copies 
—if desired—of information displayed on 
the screen.
Associate Subscriber—An associate sub­
scriber researches its own problems by using 
the AICPA terminal rather than having a 
terminal in its own office. The associate sub­
scriber receives training in the mechanics of 
operating the terminal and the use of proper 
search strategy.
Individual Inquiry—Access to the NAARS 
service is also available on an individual in­
quiry basis for those who do not have a termi­
nal in their office or access to sharing a 
AICPA terminal. Inquiries are channeled 
through the Institute’s National Automated 
Accounting Research System (NAARS) de­
partment. The AICPA researcher will deter-
